
j[XeX TeX g[Xj[XeX TeX g[Xl abjl abjRR

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SALADO, TEXAS

PERMIT No. 09


19051 F.M. 2484 
Killeen, Texas 76542 

The Peaceable Kingdom Retreat for Children, Inc. Spring 2006 

. . . A place where children with special needs and chronic illnesses can celebrate the health-giving benefits of nature... 
The poet Edna St. Vincent Millay once wrote: “Childhood is the kingdom where nobody dies.” In the same spirit, there is a little kingdom near Killeen,

Texas, embraced in the crooked arms of the Lampasas River and nestled in the bosom of the Hill Country. It is a place where children celebrate living.


What Does 
Peaceable 
Kingdom 
Mean To ME? 
Lakendria Davis, 
KISD 

“I think it means to me that a good plack 
to be and I like the out doors and I like 
going out ther and it has a lot of stuff. It 
is were the children go out to play and 
thay might everyday and I wish I would 
live and I love like Peaceable Kingdom 
mean and I going ther all the time and I 
could love over there and I think it is a 
nice place wear eveone can thar make 
the self at home or like it is house and 
thas wnt to Peaceable Kingdom mean to 
me and thas the end of my storeree!” 
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I often receive emails or letters from individuals who are members of the PKRC family 

and/or past participants in PKRC programs over the last 21 years. I smile each time I hear 
from one of them knowing their experiences at PKRC helped mold them into the success
ful adults they are today! 

Dear Scott, How are you doing? Did you have fun at Pieskmge (Peaceable) 
Kingdom? I’m ging to a talent show. I am going home. I want to say thank 
you! Marbridge people are going to Pieskmge Kingdom. I would like to 
go to Pieskmge Kingdom in summer. My mom is fun and I would like to 
go for lunch and a movie. My sister is fine. My mom, my nephew, and my 
sister are going to the talent show I will write you soon. 

Love, 
Drew Gray 

Former PKRC Outdoor Education Program Student & Summer Session Participant - Successful 
resident at Marbridge in Austin, Texas 

Drew in Scott’s Jeep - 2002 

Drew: We are very proud of you 
and all that you are doing at 
Marbridge. Thank you for always 
being an ambassador for PKRC! 
Come see us soon! 

Scott Simmonds 

Drew excited the crowd at 
the Marbridge Talent Show. 

I have found that the most accurate predictions often do not 
prepare us for the storms in our lives. No one will ever forget the 
devastation caused by hurricanes Rita and Katrina just months 
ago. Although predictions lead to precise planning, full preparation 
was an impossible defense against the weather that destroyed 
communities, dreams and human lives. After horrific storms settle, 
unpredictable showers of blessings often follow and seem to pour 
out of the hearts of mankind. Much like the aftermath of September 
11th, the great citizens of our nation can be found on street corners 
throughout the country united by their willingness to look through 
the devastation to a place where the hope springs. This is the place 
where the sun dries tears and opens new doors to a brighter future. 

I am often reminded of the day my family and friends gathered 
as we celebrated the life of my grandmother, Daurice “Mur” 
Bowmer and laid her body to rest. As the service drew to an end 
and the rain subsided an incredible message of hope stretched across 
the brilliant Texas sky. 

Many charitable organizations struggle, even dissolve following 
a national tragedy. Your gifts and generosity have sustained 
programs at Peaceable Kingdom during these times, allowing the 
doors to stay open for children with chronic illnesses and special 
needs. I am continually overwhelmed by the outpouring of support 
received from each of you – providing a shelter of refuge and safe 
haven from life’s storms for children. Peaceable Kingdom is not a 
place that is free from rain, however on any given day messages of 

hope stretch across the faces of children, messages that tell them 
the sun also rises. 

On October 4th, 2005 forecasted rain did not keep our staff 
and guests from carrying out plans to dedicated the William C. 
Ward Kid’s Klinic at Peaceable Kingdom and again just as the 
scheduled program began, rays of hope beamed through the smiles 
of all who gathered. A celebration of life sprung from a family that 
encountered a tragedy. The Ward family experienced a storm when 
they lost their loved one, “Will” and life was interrupted and I am 
sure predictions of pain were once again more devastating than 
ever imagined for their family. Had the Ward family and others 
not been willing to open their hearts to shower of blessings after 
the darkest storms doors of opportunity may still be undiscovered 
today. 

My hope is that we will take the time to prepare ourselves for 
showers of blessings even in the midst of life’s storms. Even natural 
disasters can bring growth and life and opportunity. Thank you 
for looking beyond life’s storms to a place of opportunity . . . to a 
place where kids can be kids . . . a place called Peaceable Kingdom. 

Scott Simmonds, Executive Director 

Rain! whose soft architectural hands have power to cut stones, and 
chisel to shapes of grandeur the very mountains. 

— Henry Ward Beecher 

Please keep Peaceable Kingdom
in mind when you choose

Ramping Up The PKRC Swimming Pool 
to honor a loved one with PKRC has added a ramp entry to the swimming pool. This project came about from a 

suggestion of a child, who was bound to a wheel chair, that had difficulty entering andan honorarium or memorial. exiting the pool. The ramp entry will provide children easier access in and out of the pool 
area.The bridge was reconstructed to allow swimmers access into the main pool from theChildren’s dreams CAN kid’s pool area. The 2005 Ted C. Connell Community Commitment Award Dinner income 

come true . . .with friends like you provided the funds to make this improvement a reality. Many thanks to all who gave for 
this project and thank you to Ramirez Swimming Pools for a job well done. 




